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What we intended to do

• Bring together students and 
lecturers/professionals (DAAD alumni) from 
different countries

• Build up / strengthening scientific networks

• Expose students to a scientific conference

• Presenting skills and scientific writing



Introduction seminar



Main topics addressed

• Conservation & Biodiversity
• Participatory forest management
• Forest inventory and decision support
• Land use change conflicts
• Methods in remote sensing
• Climate change
• Case studies / fire



Increasing complexity in decision making

• Complexity of management decisions
– Multiple and diverse management goals and purposes
– Various constrains and restrictions (cross sectoral)
– Increasing information need (typical for complex systems)

• Complexity of required target information
– The translation of general information need (e.g. „biodiversity“ or

„degradation“) into measurable indicators needs clear definitions

• Complexity of technologies for information provision
– Transforming data into information requires a lot of expertise
– Integration of multiple data sources is a methodological challenge



Increasing complexity in decision making

• Illegal mining

• Fires

• Poor people

• ….
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The science policy gap

Decisions: management,
policy, hypothesis

Scenarios/options
scientific results

Academic background
and education
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… back to the workshop title

• … what scientific information are decision 
makers really interested in?

• Did we really address this question?

• Can we as natural scientists give an answer?



What the organizers liked

• Enthusiasm, seriousness and responsibility of all participants

• Availability of many busy professors !

• Perfect integration of a diverse blend of „early“ and „late“ students, and
lectureres and professors

• Excellent working atmosphere

• High quality presentations

• Lively discussions

• Professional moderation

• High degree of punctuality 

• Perfect local organization by Prof. Sandoval and his team



Press release of UACh (Prof. 
Sandovals University)







Participants from 20 countries



ForestSAT conference



ForestSAT conference



Workshop goals

• Networking and collaboration among international 
students and lecturers

• Training in scientific presentations in a „protected 
environment“ 

• Scientific discussions on a diversity of topics 
• Taking on different roles in scientific meetings (facilitation 

/ taking minutes / …)
• Preparing the attendance and attend an international 

congress
• Preparing full papers and cross reviewing others 



Check AWF-Wiki






